Attitudes and opinions of medical staff towards computers.
The attitudes and opinions of 120 medical staff and 22 medical students towards the use of computers in medicine were assessed through a self-administered questionnaire. More than 60% of the respondents have never used computers. Age, sex, nationality and employment status correlate with computer usage. Students, interns, residents and consultants above 50 years of age have poor attitudes towards computers. This category of respondents believe that computers are important but not essential for medical practice. A higher proportion of those who showed positive attitudes to computers had no prior formal training in computer usage. However, they expressed their desire to attend computer training programs. There is a great need to emphasize automation in the undergraduate and postgraduate medical training to cope with improved technology in the practice of medicine. In fact about 90% of the respondents in this study demanded that computer training and applications be introduced in the medicine curriculum either at undergraduate, postgraduate or both levels.